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.Air. America pilots Find themselves.6

Washington Swam Tho Oregonian • with , no. job • securityBy JACK C. LANDAU ,	 •	 •

WASHINGTON .-- Al r
America, the Southeast Asia to lease fromthe military said they are not covered by
airline widely reported to be the most sophisticated and American law in terms of
an arm of the Central Intelli- secret types of aircraft, bargaining, and then they
gence Agency, has managed A government s o u r c e, say they are covered by the
to squelch a strike by its 450 friendly with several of the wage-price guidelines."

Carter said he did not
know the specific terms of
the new contract. He said
that in addition to regular

•pay, the pilots also get "area -
' pay" for flying in dangerous
territories.

Carter said Air America's
work is "predominantly"
•based on Defense Depart-
ment and AID (Agency for
International Development)
contracts.	 •

One Washington reporter
who recently returned from
Vietnam said he had taken
frequent trips on Air Ameri-
ca there. "Sure it's AID," he
commented wryly, "and you
spell that CIA."

•

cause they found out they
have no kind of job security,
either under the civil service
laws for government em-
ployes .or under the National
Labor Relations Act for pri-
vate employes.

An attorney employed in
the Washington office. of Air
America, Clyde Carter, said
the pilots signed a new con-
tract two weeks ago "after
we informed them that we
had plans for continued oper-
ations" 'whether or not they
went on strike.

Carter said that the new
contract is Similar to most
commercial airline pilot con-
tracts except that it can only
be enforced by proceedings
in the court systems of Thai-
land, Laos. Cambodia, Na-
tionalist China and South Vi-

highly paid pilots. - pilots, claimed they are real-
ne modem day soldier- 1Y "government employes"

of-fortune style pilots were entiled to the pro:ection of
told, a government source the Civil Service Act or at
said, they would be fired least, the source said, the
within 48 hours and replaced rights of private unionized
by others if they struck over employes of a "governmenttheir increased wage de- chartered corporation" cov-
wands.	 iered by the National Labor

They obeyed the ultima- 'Relations Act.
bun, the source said, be- By claiming to be private,

Air America has escaped the
cover of the civil service,
and by claiming to do all its
business abroad, it escapes
the U.S. labor law protec-
tions.

"I don't happen to believe
that every American citizen
should have job security pro-
tection," said Carter. "They
(the pilots) don't find them-
selves under any disadvan-
tage. Why, the company has
increased every offer it
made at the bargaining ta-
ble."

This was contested by
the pro-pilot government
source, who said: "They are
American citizens perform-
ing government functions for
a government controlled cor-
poration, but they might just
as well be on the moon."

comm.	 Standing questionable
Carter said no one knows "They call themselves thehow a contested grievance East

,"
 Asianian Pilots C Associ

a r t e 
a
r,tion	
-would- be handled by the

Southeast • Asian courts be-under "but they don't have any le-cause there never has been a gal standing. in the Unitedcontested grievance	 States. American law doesn'tprior contracts. 	 have any extraterritorial ju-
Legality In limbo

	

	 risdiction. In my opinion,
their whole association is 11-The pilots' job security

problems stem from the le- legel'" onegal character of Air Amer	 Carteri-	 also said that
reason	

andthe wage policy was

-
Air America

all
ca 

the in-ca, which claims to be a pri-
vate corporation and air car- not comply with

demandsr	 creased lywaier. Incorporated in Dela- "that it h
e
appens

ands
to beware, it has its main head-

quarters in Taiwan with sub- against
sidiary offices in Bangkok, Price - . guideline policy of
Vientiane and Saigon. 	 this government. The de-

According to government elands they were making
sources and numerous news would have flown in the face
accounts, Air America is of this policy."
really operated by the CIA .1 pro-pilot source said,
end its main business is "That is comical—first they
flying supplies and personnel
into clandestine CIA camps
in Southeast Asia. When nec-
essary, it is said to be able
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